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Opposition parties delayed the enactment by resorting to filibusters and
submitting no-confidence resolutions and censure motions against Prime
Minister Shinzo Abe and others.

The legislation will allow Japan the restrictive use of its right to collective
self-defense. Opponents demanded it be scrapped, citing public opposition,
legal experts’ views that it is unconstitutional, and what they saw as
Inconsistencies in government explanations of the legislation.

Hackers send e-mails containing computer viruses to private companies and
government offices in an attempt to steal information. The viruses are often
hidden in attachments such as Microsoft Word documents and infect computers
as soon as the files are opened.

New tactics were used this year. Some of the e-mails were disguised as notices
from the National Tax Agency about online tax filing. In other cases, hackers
pretended to be co-workers or business partners.

Experts are advising people to use the latest anti-virus software and encrypt
important information. They also say that separating internal computer
networks from the Internet is an effective way to block such attacks.
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